
12/2/18 SERMON NOTES: Advent Week 1 – Sent 

In John 17.18 and again in 20.21b, we read, “As the Father has sent Me (Jesus), so 
now I (Jesus) send you.” In both cases, the little, innocuous word “as” is actually 
very instructive: in ancient Greek, there are several words we’d use for “as’ in 
English, and this particular one means “in the same way or manner.” So, with that 
in mind, these verses tell us that how Jesus came to us is the model for how we 
go out now. The Presbyterian Confession of 1967 picks up on this when it affirms 
the following to be an indispensable part of the Christian faith: “The life, death, 
resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the 
church’s mission” (section 9.32). 

So how exactly did God send Jesus into the world? Well, the gospels offer a lot of 
answers to that question, but today let’s just focus on one. 

John 1.14a reads, “The Word (Jesus) became human flesh, and dwelt among us…” 
That word “dwelt” means to “pitch your tent,” so The Message paraphrase of the 
Bible gets it right when it renders this verse “Jesus became flesh and blood, and 
moved into our neighborhood.” This well-known verse from John 1 tells us that… 

1. God sent Jesus to us “con carne,” or, “in the flesh.” That is, Jesus came to 
embody God to us, not just tell us about Him. God’s glory (as says the 2nd 
half of John 1.14) was in Jesus’ every smile, reaction, tear, and penetrating 
glance, not merely in His words. 

2. God sent Jesus to sink down roots, set up camp, and stay awhile. We watch 
Jesus do this as He invested Himself for 3+ years in a small band of disciples 
to whom He would entrust the expansion and sustained success of His life’s 
work. 

3. God sent Jesus to one place and one people group (for the most part) and 
for a limited amount of time.  Theologians like Shirley Guthrie call this “the 
scandal of particularity.” But God did this with the confidence that His one 
large stone (Jesus) dropped into one particular spot of our pond would 
produce a ripple effect that would encompass everyone and everywhere 
eventually. 

So “in the same manner” of John 1.14, Christians are now sent into the world by 
Jesus. As missional church expert Michael Frost writes, “Christians cannot reach 
anyone with the good news of Jesus at a distance…If God’s central way of 
reaching the world was to incarnate Himself in Jesus, that is, to put on real flesh 
and blood, then our way of reaching the world will be to embody Jesus among 
them.” 


