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HOLY WEEK – SATURDAY:  
 

“Silent Saturday,” so it’s called by biblical scholars, both 
because Jesus is buried and gone, and because the gospels 
say so little about this day. We know nothing of the disciples, 
for example; we assume they are in hiding, huddled behind 
barred doors, sure that their fate would be mirror Christ’s 
should they be discovered. It was as if Jesus’ entire story and 
enterprise stopped moving, appropriate enough given that 
Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath, a day of mandated spiritual 
rest.  
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The only event recorded is found in Matthew’s gospel. You’ll 
get a chance to read it below. Whatever else can be said about 
this coda to Jesus’ crucifixion, just note that the Jewish leaders 
most likely were breaking their own Sabbath laws by meeting 
with Pilate, an unclean Gentile (non-Jew), such was their own 
apprehension of Jesus and His followers.  
  
Scripture Reading – Matthew 27.62-66: 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+27.
62-66&version=NRSV 

  
Prayer for Silent Saturday – Adapted from Dublin Liturgical 
Resources Center 

 

Today, oh God, we remember that the cross stands empty and 
Jesus’ story has gone silent. In stillness, the whole earth awaits 
the resurrection, while Christ descends to the realm of the 
dead. Like so many of the faithful before us, we wait for You, 
and in faith we know that our patience will not be disappointed, 
amen.  
  
 “The Silence of Saturday” (Max Lucado, 2013):  
 

Jesus is silent on Saturday. The women have anointed his 
body and placed it in Joseph’s tomb. The cadaver of Christ is 
as mute as the stone which guards it. He spoke much on 
Friday. He will liberate the slaves of death on Sunday. But on 
Saturday, Jesus is silent. 
 

So is God. He made Himself heard on Friday. He tore the 
curtains of the temple, opened the graves of the dead, rocked 
the earth, blocked the sun of the sky, and sacrificed the Son of 
Heaven. Earth heard much of God on Friday. 
 

Nothing on Saturday. Jesus is silent. God is silent. Saturday is 
silent. 
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Easter weekend discussions tend to skip Saturday. Friday and 
Sunday get the press. The crucifixion and resurrection 
command our thoughts. But don’t ignore Saturday. You have 
them, too. 
 

Silent Saturdays. The day between the struggle and the 
solution; the question and the answer; the offered prayer and 
the answer thereof. 
 

Saturday’s silence torments us. Is God angry? Did I disappoint 
Him? God knows Jesus is in the tomb, why doesn’t He do 
something? Or, in your case God knows your career is in the 
tank, your finances are in the pit, your marriage is in a mess. 
Why doesn’t He act? What are you supposed to do until He 
does? 

 

You do what Jesus did. Lie still. Stay silent. Trust God. Jesus 
died with this conviction: “You will not abandon me to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (Acts 2:27 NIV). 
 

Jesus knew God would not leave Him alone in the grave. You 
need to know that God will not leave you alone with your 
struggles. His silence is not his absence, inactivity is never 
apathy. Saturdays have their purpose. They let us feel the full 
force of God’s strength. Had God raised Jesus fifteen minutes 
after the death of His son, would we have appreciated the act? 
Were He to solve your problems the second they appear, would 
you appreciate His strength? 

 

For His reasons, God inserts a Saturday between our Fridays 
and Sundays. If today is one for you, be patient. As one who 
endured the silent Saturday wrote: “Be patient, brethren, until 
the coming of the Lord” (James 5:7 NKJV). 

 

 

Visit our website: www.culpeperpresbyterian.org  

  

  

    

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LGeKFYKym0gsK64wtS9xKba3ECQkwUimXVGQwgZg4lI5v86E9APgP4wG1Ci-Yro8O40MX1GjuedMLruDqiC4u_PzEa3l0xVn1pcYa2SeLZc1cnBc7YKCf6ua7oEGueggfmZpJPfhrBtFSxgvJ0I1dTmrM_CTsdfR&c=-YgJPeTL9X4saizbpIal9kLbx4TFcFIIkxwW2kQbiWOfOYQaRcpg9w==&ch=IG-EsbkGoAkJ0osnDBLIhYAb8I--yaokiEVxcaB5IH4xS955Vi2XvQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LGeKFYKym0gsK64wtS9xKba3ECQkwUimXVGQwgZg4lI5v86E9APgP2K_I7OVr_UwyU7rW4GXIY2dSoLSHx1ZqFUWq7WgH-oK4nLxxUCobyxa25-wEuv2_GerNoS0cxWFGAPpOIXjDGqF7cPE2PwHpOOW1Ilb0Q7dEvMF2thaq-OIBG9z4NXvMn2_RWOgAJfUskRb9pUBt2E=&c=-YgJPeTL9X4saizbpIal9kLbx4TFcFIIkxwW2kQbiWOfOYQaRcpg9w==&ch=IG-EsbkGoAkJ0osnDBLIhYAb8I--yaokiEVxcaB5IH4xS955Vi2XvQ==


 


