
10/13/19 DISCIPLES TOGETHER (WEEK 5) – PARTNERSHIP AND PERSONAL OUTREACH 

CORE VALUE #5 - Discipleship is Kingdom partnership and personal outreach. We will seek out more 

partnerships with other churches and community groups, knowing that we can achieve more together than we 

can on our own. In addition, we will continue personal outreach projects by which congregants take the 

initiative to care for their neighbors. 

A) Kingdom Partnership - 

1) Stop competing with your teammates: “Many American churches find themselves competing with the 

church down the road - ‘Are we bigger than them? Do we have more influence than them? Do we have the 

best/biggest youth group in town? Do people like our church better than theirs?’... 96% of church growth is 

due to transfer growth from other churches. We’ll consider it a win because we have the new service or 

program that is growing – but that growth is mainly from people coming from other churches. That’s a not a 

win, it’s a staggering loss, because, when it’s all said and done, all churches are playing on the same team.” 

(English pastor and writer Mike Breen, leader of the missional 3DM movement) 

2) God’s Kingdom is bigger than your church: Just as individual Christians aren’t meant to be self-sufficient or 

complete on their own, neither are individual churches; both are only whole within the larger, interdependent 

body of Christ (Rom. 12.3-8). An extraordinary New Testament example of this is the financial sharing that 

occurred between the very first local churches (Rom. 15.26-28, 1st Cor. 16.1-4). As pastor Vance Johnson 

reminds us, “It’s not about growing ‘my’ church (which can easily become about growing ‘my’ empire). It’s 

about expanding ‘His’ kingdom...God’s intent is more about reaching the people of your community than 

growing your particular church.”  

3) God wants you to join His work that’s already underway: Our operating biblical premise is that God is 

already at work in the wider community, advancing His Kingdom, that is, seeking to bring about justice, 

provide for needs, and unite in love. To that end, Jesus said that His disciples should expect to encounter those 

who are already hungry for and investing in peace (Luke 10.5-7). Thus, as Henry Blackaby put it, “We need to 

watch for where God is already working, and then join Him in that work.” Or, to quote Vance Johnson again, 

“The measure of a successful church is not its seating capacity, but its sending capacity. How many people are 

we sending to join in God’s mission of expanding His kingdom?” 

B) Personal Outreach – The key word is ‘personal’: if the great and fulfilling end of the spiritual life beyond 

devotion to God is love of neighbor (Mt. 22.39), then we must adjust the pace and busyness of our own lives 

in order to make room for it. In “The Art of Neighboring,” we’re reminded that to love our neighbors means to 

know them, prioritize them, and be proactive toward them; so we eat with, help, and pray for them. No 

church program can ever replicate the effectiveness of motivated interpersonal outreach; therefore, a church 

must safeguard its congregants’ time, and provide them with the tools necessary to impact lives relationally.  

 


