
“Eternity is Now in Session” Reading this Week (6/16 – 6/23): Chapter 2 

6/16/19 ETERNITY IS NOW IN SESSION 3 – SAVING SALVATION 

In this week’s chapter, our summer book will be “saving salvation” (pg. 44), that is, correcting 

how narrowly we often describe that term within American Christianity. We’d like to expand 

on this excellent, reorienting chapter this morning by offering two more correctives to our 

modern distortions about salvation from the New Testament:  

1. When Were You Saved?: The typical American might respond to that question with the date 

they prayed “the salvation prayer,” or when they were baptized or confirmed perhaps. And 

while those answers aren’t incorrect per se, they’re too individualistic and recent. One 

biblically-informed reply to the “when” question is, “I was saved 2000 years ago”: God’s 

eternal plan to rescue the world reached its climax with the coming of Jesus (2nd Timothy 1.9-

10, Eph. 1.1-10, John 3.17), and now each one of us can choose whether or not to get onboard 

with God’s grand, redeeming project. Truth be told, the salvation of all things began long 

before any of us were born, and will be accomplished with or without us.  

2. How Much Do You Need to Be Saved?: We often undersell our answer to this: we confine 

ourselves to salvation from death, that last, great enemy of the human race, or from some 

abstract version of “sin.” But the biblical perspective is that each one of us is a defenseless 

pawn in the grip of destructive forces both within and outside of ourselves, i.e. culture (Eph. 

2.1-3 and 4.7-10 are two examples of this in Paul’s writings.) This aligns with the 1st 3 steps of 

many addiction recovery programs: we must first admit that we are powerless and cannot 

manage our own lives, and then surrender our lives to God so that He can do for us what we 

cannot do for ourselves. As Richard Rohr puts it, we instinctively want to turn the gospel into 

“the one with the most willpower wins”, at which point Christianity becomes bad, not good, 

news. In fact, God actually wants us to come to the end of ourselves; this is not a giving up, it is 

a “giving to” (that is, a giving of our broken, impotent lives to God.) 

Summary: The great N.T. scholar of our day N. T. Wright encapsulates a more scriptural 

understanding of salvation this way: “The work of salvation, in its full sense, is (1) about whole 

human beings, not merely souls; (2) about the present, not simply the future; and (3) about 

what God does through us, not merely what God does in and for us.”  


