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For a couple of weeks before the start of the new school/church year, let’s remember what it is that we believe about 

church. The Brief Statement of Faith - 1984 (2nd half of the 4th paragraph) describes the mission of the church in five 

phrases, two of which we covered last Sunday, and two of which are below. Why do this? Any number of reasons – a) to 

prevent what’s called “mission drift,” something that can happen as quickly as three months in an organization or 

church, b) to make you proud to be a Presbyterian, and maybe most of all, c) to become so deeply convinced of these 

truths that we act, as the Book of Order hopes creeds will do among us (F2.01).  

…To hear the voices of peoples long silenced 

● This calling begins with an admission that there are voices that are being marginalized, ignored, or actively suppressed. 

And the Presbyterian Church says that it will seek those people and groups out, and intentionally pull them center stage, 

listen to them, and seek their counsel.    

● A key reason behind this purpose is what’s called “the danger of the single story”: this is when we allow one 

perspective on any issue or question or person, almost always our own, to be the only one we believe to be true, 

accurate, or wise. In her TED talk on this subject and it affects how we understand each other, activist Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie says that “It is impossible to talk about the single story without talking about power…Power is the ability 

not just to tell the story of another person, but to make it the definitive story of that person…Show a people as one 

thing, as only one thing, over and over again, and that is what they become. There is an African word for this, ‘nkali,’ 

that loosely translates to ‘to be greater than another.’” 

…And to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

● To work “with others” toward these purposes means that they are too big for us to accomplish alone. Thus, 

partnership and cooperation, not isolation and competition, are mandatory; to that end, Martin Luther King Jr. said, 

“Those who love peace must learn to organize as effectively as those who love war.” A church could map this kind of 

collaboration in concentric circles: what are our global, national, and local relationships that serve these ends?   

● But at the heart of it all is a commitment by each Christian to being a person of justice, freedom, and peace. This 

occurs not on a grand scale, but in small, daily interactions and choices; the power of this collective commitment is in its 

totality, as Desmund Tutu said, “Do your little bit of good where you are, for it is the those little bits of good put all 

together that overwhelm the world.” 


