
10/20/19 DISCIPLES TOGETHER (WEEK 6) – INVEST IN THE FUTURE 

CORE VALUE #6 - Discipleship is stewardship and investment in the future generations of our church. We will 
encourage engagement in the life of our church through time, talents, and financial resources. 

One of the great biblical passages about investment in the future is Proverbs 6.6-11:  

THE BIG IDEA - Prepare today for tomorrow 

This principle is drawn from reflection upon a small, easily-overlooked part of the created order – the ant. It’s an 
exercise in what’s called “natural theology” (which means to draw spiritual lessons from nature.) Any number of well-
known aphorisms declare the same big idea: “Failing to prepare is preparing to fail” (famous UCLA basketball coach John 
Wooden), and “The best way to predict the future is to create it” (Abraham Lincoln), to cite two.  

DRILLING DOWN – Prepare today for tomorrow 

1) Our avoidance instinct (Prov. 6.9-10): This can take any number of forms – we prefer to avoid the work that needs to 
be done, we think it can wait, or maybe we think someone else will do it. How can you tell if you’re avoiding the future? 
One concrete indicator is your body, says Maria Tabaka – when you notice tension in your muscles, short temper, 
jangled nerves, etc., ask yourself what you’re avoiding, and what steps you can take toward whatever it is.  

2) Be your own source of motivation (6.7): The writer of this passage marvels at the ants’ ability to be self-motivated; 
they don’t need a charismatic, inspirational leader to sell them on investing in the future. For the Christian, it is our faith 
in and devotion to God (1st Cor. 15.38, Rom. 12.11), and correspondingly His Spirit pushing and shaping us internally, 
that should motivate us most of all.  

3) First plant, then harvest (6.8): The wise ants of Prov. 6 mirror a well-known maxim found in Gal. 6.7– “You will reap 
(harvest) what you sow (plant).” This means you should be pursuing something today that seems to have little 
immediate impact and that won’t bear its fruit until tomorrow. One author puts it this way, “Do something today that 
your future self will thank you for.”  

4) Consequences become inevitable eventually (6.11): “Sooner or later, everyone sits down to a banquet of 
consequences,” writes Robert Louis Stevenson. So if we choose avoidance, disengagement, or inactivity long enough, a 
disadvantageous future becomes certain. Even more so, overtly destructive or unhealthy behavior is sure to destroy us 
later (see Prov. 26.27).  
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