
4/7/19 – JESUS THE STORYTELLER 5 – THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 

Jesus put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 

took and planted in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown, it is the greatest of 

shrubs and becomes as big as a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” (The 

Gospel of Matthew 13.31-32) 

To understand what Jesus is driving at in this simple word picture, we need to start by wrapping our heads 

around that expression, “the Kingdom of heaven (or God).” In Matthew alone, Jesus equates it to a) people 

even more spiritually powerful and influential as John the Baptist (11.11), b) something so valuable that it’s 

worth your whole life (13.45), c) the humility and playfulness of children (18.1-5), d) shockingly-excessive 

forgiveness (18.23-35), and so on. In sum, it is comprised of those who have bent the knee to God’s authority 

and leadership, have begun to let Him do His transforming work within them, and have seen that internal 

change begin to flow outward to others in extraordinary ways. 

The singular lesson of this parable, a cornerstone realization for both your own spiritual life and church 

ministry everywhere, is this – small beginnings have big endings.  

1. The Kingdom starts small: We often get frustrated and impatient with slight beginnings and incremental 

steps, but, as the maxim goes, all substantial change is slow change. For us, incubation is less exciting than 

rebirth; we’d much rather be the plant than the seed that’s becoming a plant, we prefer product to potential. 

Simon Sinek’s advice runs parallel to Jesus in Mt. 13.31-32: “Think big, start small, but most of all, just start.” 

2. The Kingdom ends big: As Alister Begg puts it, “The Kingdom of God happens quietly, but it happens 

inevitably…Don’t underestimate God’s power.” That which starts seemingly-insignificant and muddles along 

inconspicuously doesn’t stay that way forever; a seed that germinates underground for days, months, even 

years, will become a shoot that breaks the topsoil and then a shrub that stretches high and wide. One of our 

chief jobs is to keep believing, however inconsistently or hesitantly, in eventual, certain growth (in fact, Jesus’ 

other use of the mustard seed in His teaching is on this very point, see Mt. 17.20). As theologian Jurgen 

Moultman writes, “The Kingdom’s beginnings are small, but if these beginnings are God’s, the effects will be 

great and marvelous.”  


