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When you hear the phrase “God’s will” (or “the will of God”), what comes to 

mind? Interestingly, over the last 75 years or so, how we’ve used that phrase has 

changed rather drastically. Today it comes tinged in mystery, intrigue, maybe 

even a little frustration or anxiety. As Philip Carey writes in The Christian Century, 

“Whatever we now mean by ‘God’s will,’ it's certainly doesn’t seem to be easy to 

find. Given all the effort we put into discovering it, it also must be awfully easy to 

miss.”  

The Bible, however, rarely uses “the will of God” about those times when you’re 

seeking God’s direction in a very specific life matter: like, a possible career 

change, whether or not to marry, etc. Instead, it uses the phrase over and over 

about “the commandments and promises of God, in which God tells us what He 

wants us to do, value, and believe,” and these things “are easy to find, they're 

right there in black and white” (both quotes are lifted from Philip Cary’s great 

article, cited above).  

So when we plead with God, “Tell me Your will!,” one of God’s most predictable 

responses would be, “I already have.” Thus, when you need God’s guidance about 

a choice you face, a key first step is to ask, “How does the will of God I already 

know (revealed in Jesus/the scriptures) inform this decision?” 

There is an extraordinary freedom that comes from approaching any situation, 

however complicated or ambiguous, from this starting place. As St. Augustine put 

it, “Love God, and do whatever you please, for the soul trained to love God will do 

nothing to offend the One it loves.” That’s so simple that it can seem brazen or 

naïve to our ears, right? The 20th-century Baptist minister George Truett said it 

like this, “There is no failure within God’s will, and there is no success outside of 

it.” Aligning your decisions in any given circumstance to God’s known will is 

always a win; not doing so guarantees a loss. Can you see that this is the (only?) 

route to a life with few regrets and little second guessing.  

So in this season of discernment for our church, as we ponder where God wants 

us to head next, we need to begin the conversation at the correct place: we need 

to focus on what we already know God’s will is for every church, and that means 

our church too. It’s not IF we should actively reach non-Christians, become strong, 

growing disciples, nurture strong friendships within the church, serve the 

community, share resources with one another, etc., but whether or not we WILL, 

and HOW we will.  

The well-known British Olympian and missionary Eric Liddell offers a great 

concluding thought here: “Obedience to God’s will is the secret…it is not our 

desire to know God’s will but our willingness to do God’s will that brings 

certainty.” 


