
11/17/19 LESS IS MORE (WEEK 4) – WHAT’S MINE IS YOURS 

Just one reading of The Acts of the Apostles 4.32-37 proves bewildering – both stupefying, as 

in, “How, or why, on earth did they do that?” and “We can’t possibly replicate that 2000 years 

later, right?,” and breathtaking, as in, “However impossibly high this standard seems to be, it’s 

no wonder the first church grew so rapidly…” No one in their midst was in need (4.34) because 

those Christians believed that their assets didn’t belong to them individually, but to everyone 

ultimately (4.32). As Tim Keller demonstrates, this was – and still is - profoundly 

countercultural: “The early church was strikingly different from the culture around it in this 

way - the pagan society was stingy with its money and promiscuous with its body. A pagan 

gave nobody their money and practically gave everybody their body. And the Christians came 

along and gave practically nobody their body and they gave practically everybody their 

money.” 

1. What’s Mine is Yours: This idea stands at the heart of the remarkable Christian generosity in 

Acts 4 and elsewhere in the New Testament. Whereas the ancient world’s norm was to pass 

wealth (like land) down from generation to generation within a biological family, Christianity 

has a radically more expansive understanding of kinship. According to Wesley Hill, in the N.T. 

familial language far outweighs terminology for friendship when it comes to describing 

Christian community. The point being that we are bound together by Christ, not blood, and we 

are each other’s brothers and sisters, so then it’s only natural that we’d share our money and 

possessions willingly with one another.  

2. What’s Mine is Yours, So I’ll Have Less that’s Mine: This is an inescapable conclusion – if I 

give something to you, then I no longer have it. The cost of giving is having less: “I do not 

believe we can resolve how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give 

more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditures…are up to the standard common 

among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little…There 

ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our giving excludes them” (C. S. 

Lewis). But there is a greater opposite truth as well: there are certain benefits that you can 

only gain after which you’ve given (for example, see Prov. 11.24-25, Luke 16.10-12 and 2nd Cor. 

9.10-11).  

3. What’s Mine is Yours, Because I Trust God for What’s Mine and Yours: Adam Hamilton 

writes, “We are afraid to be generous because we are afraid of what might happen to us. If we 

give, what if there’s not enough left over for us. Fear, along with a misplaced idea about the 

true source of our security, keeps us from being generous and leads us to hoard what we 

have.” But God’s promise says, “Whoever gives to the poor will not want…” (Proverbs 18.27a); 

in the verbiage of the Lord’s Prayer, we are ensured our daily bread when we give it, not when 

we keep it all for ourselves.  


