
“Eternity is Now in Session” Reading this Week (6/9 – 6/16): Chapter 1 

6/9/19 ETERNITY IS NOW IN SESSION 2 – THE SPIRIT IS OUR APPETIZER 

God has put His royal seal on us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a down payment 

and guarantee of what is to come. (2nd Cor. 1.22) 

 …What is mortal will be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing 

is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. (2nd Cor. 5.4b-5) 

If you’ve ever been perplexed by heaven, hell, and who gets the admission pass to either, our 

summer book will point the way to a more tolerable – and much more biblical – perspective 

on that knotty issue (pages 11-15). And a key piece of its insight is that “eternal life” in the 

New Testament is more qualitative than it is temporal; that is, if you choose it now, it 

continues later, and if you disdain it now, odds are you’ll disavow it later too.  

The two verses above, and a few others like them in St. Paul’s writings (e.g., Eph. 1.14), make a 

similar assertion, but about the Holy Spirit that we celebrate today on Pentecost: the Spirit of 

God in our lives today is the “down payment” on a greater reality to come.  

1. The Spirit as foretaste: What can we rightly expect the experience of God’s Spirit in our lives 

to be? Among other things, He is the whisper of God’s parental love in our hearts (Rom. 8.16), 

the force that wars against our worst, most natural instincts (Gal. 5.16-17), the motivator and 

empowerment toward all things loving and good (Eph. 5.18-20, Gal. 5.22-23). And the better 

news is that all of this is a mere first installment of our assured destiny.  

2. The Spirit as longing: Our every encounter with and awareness of God’s Spirit today makes 

us yearn for even more of the same. That’s why a chief indicator of the Spirit’s presence in our 

lives in the N.T. is longing: as St. Paul puts it, we “groan inwardly” for our heavenly home 

toward which the Spirit points us (Rom. 8.23).  

3. The Spirit as guarantee: For St. Paul, the Spirit acts like a promissory note; it is God putting 

skin in the game and making an unbreakable commitment. The Spirit in our lives now acts like 

a binding contract, in which God pledges without condition to see our redemption, and indeed 

the redemption of the whole world, through to its happy end.  

 


