
12/8/19 ADVENT 2019 – A STUMP, A SHOOT, AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Isaiah 11.1 reads, “A tender shoot will come out from the stump of Jesse, and a new branch will grow out of those 
roots.” The most immediate meaning of this promise is that Israel, decimated by the Babylonian invasion and exile, will 
experience seemingly impossible new birth as a nation, nonetheless. That name “Jesse” is crucial: as King David’s father, 
we see Isaiah 11.1 as a reiteration of the covenant (or binding contract) made between God and David about an 
enduring, everlasting kingdom (2nd Samuel 7.16). And what was future tense in the Old Testament is taken to be present 
tense in the New Testament, finding its fulfillment in Jesus (Romans 15.12-13).  

The PCUSA’s Confession of 1967, section 9.19, connects these dots as follows: “Out of Israel, God in due time raised up 
Jesus…He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new 
humanity. He (Jesus) gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be His servant for the reconciliation 
of the world.” 

So then, the description of the kingdom belonging to the shoot from the stump of Jesse in Isaiah 11.1-9 is also an apt set 
of marching orders for the church:  

1. A Kingdom That Sees Past Socioeconomic Bias (Isaiah 11.3-4) - These verses presume something that recent research 
has confirmed: to be poor is to be stereotyped, and as a result underestimated. Like God, we shouldn’t evaluate based 
on superficialities (1st Samuel 16.7), and in this case according to socioeconomic class. This is why in church we don’t 
give the well-to-do special treatment (James 2.1-13), and we go out of our way to invite the disenfranchised to join us 
(Luke 14.12-14). As Steve Corbett writes in the book When Helping Hurts, “Poverty isn’t primarily material for the 
Christian; we are all equally broken, and thus equally poor spiritually and relationally. Until we embrace our mutual 
brokenness, our work with low-income people is likely to do more harm than good.”   

2. A Kingdom In Which Natural Enemies are Friends (Isaiah 11.6-8) – Wolves and lambs, leopards and baby goats, lions 
and cows, all living in harmony…these are oppositional pairs, predators and prey. Isaiah’s point is clear enough: in 
church, we should experience a unity and cohesion amongst seemingly disparate pieces that might seem impossible to 
others. Those who our culture tells us are our enemies are, in our eyes, brothers and sisters because of Christ (Galatians 
3.28; Colossians 3.11).  

3. A Kingdom Where Knowing Christ Yields the Peace of Christ (Isaiah 11.9) – As Thomas Merton wrote, “We are not at 
peace with others because we are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not at peace with ourselves because we are 
not at peace with God.” That’s the connection Isaiah 11.9 makes too: as we introduce the world to Christ, they will stop 
hurting themselves and others. 
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