
4/28/19 THE TIME IS NOW (WEEK 1): DEBACLE AT KADESH BARNEA 1 

Over the last 14 months, Pastor Chris has been asked one question more than a few times: “All this talk is 

great, but will we as a church really do what it takes to see this through?” As we’re in the last few weeks of our 

discernment together about God’s calling for CPC, let’s spend a few Sundays trying to give a biblical answer to 

that crucial question.  

First, we want to spend 4/28 and 5/5 learning from one of the most consequential events in the early history 

of Israel. After being delivered by God from Egyptian slavery and receiving God’s law, Israel stood poised to 

enter and claim the Promised Land at a place called Kadesh Barnea, on the northeastern edge of the Sinai 

Peninsula. We can avoid repeating their calamity by paying attention to two major themes in the story: this 

week, that focus is God.  

1. God called them to a good, but not easy, future: The spies reported to the people that the land was lush and 

fertile, but also heavily fortified (Num. 13.27-29). So many of the aims to which God calls us, to paraphrase G. 

K. Chesterton, are not easily done and found to be worthless, but instead go untried because they are difficult. 

St. Paul expects no less: kneading our very salvation into every part of our lives requires hard work (Phil. 2.12).  

2. “We” or “He”?: Most of the spies centered on “we” – we aren’t strong enough, we can’t prevail, we are like 

mere grasshoppers before them (13.31-33); in short, Israel thought, “We can’t, therefore we won’t.” But 

Joshua and Caleb transcended “we” with “He,” believing that “we can’t, but He (God) can.” God always calls us 

to a future that we can’t achieve without Him; as St. Augustine put it, “Without God, we cannot; without us, 

God will not.”  

3. The anchor for today and tomorrow is yesterday: Notice how quickly Israel forgot its own recent history – 

God had rescued them from Egypt, and provided manna and water in the wilderness without which they 

would have perished, and yet the daunting present task of conquering the Promised Land made them forget 

that. This is why many of the O.T. psalms look backward from an uncertain today to yesterdays full of God’s 

intervention and help.  

4. What’s the opposite of faith?: You might think the answer is “fear,” but that’s only halfway to the truth; at 

Kadesh Barnea, “We’re afraid” turned very quickly into “We won’t” for Israel. So reluctance and obstinance 

can morph into outright disobedience.  

Numbers 13.25 – 14.10 and 14.20-24 (abridged): 

At the end of 40 days, the spies returned from their reconnaissance of the Promised Land, and they brought 

with them examples of the land’s fertile crops…And they told Moses, Aaron, and all of Israel, “The land to 

which you sent us flows with milk and honey, and it is extraordinarily fruitful. Yet the people and nations who 

live in the land are strong, and the towns are fortified and very large; and we even saw giant warriors there.”  

The people of Israel were unsettled at this report but Caleb quieted the people and said, “Let us go up at once 

and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” But then most of the other spies who had gone up with 

him said, “We are not able to go up against this people, for they are stronger than we.” And then they gave an 

unfavorable report about the Promised Land, saying, “It is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the 

people that we saw in it are of great size…and we seemed like mere grasshoppers in comparison to them.” 

Then all of Israel raised a loud cry, and the people wept in fear that night. And all the Israelites complained 

against Moses and Aaron, their leaders, saying, “It would have been better if we had died in the land of Egypt! 

Or that we had died in the Sinai wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this land only to die by the 

sword? Our wives and our little ones will be taken prisoner and enslaved. Wouldn’t it be better for us to 

choose another leader and go back to Egypt and be their slaves again?”  

Then Joshua and Caleb, who had been two of the spies to go into the land, said to all of Israel, “The land 

before us is an exceedingly good land. If the Lord is pleased with us, He will bring us into this land and give it to 

us, a land that flows with milk and honey. Only, do not rebel against the Lord; and do not fear the people of 

the land, for they are no more than bread for us; their protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with 

us, so do not fear them.” When they finished speaking, the whole nation threatened to stone them… 



After Moses prayed to God on behalf of the people, the Lord said to him, “I do forgive them, just as you have 

asked of Me. But nevertheless, as I live and as all the earth is filled with My glory, none of the people who 

have seen My glory and the miracles that I did in Egypt and in the Sinai wilderness, and have tested Me and 

have not obeyed My voice, will see the land that I swore to give to their ancestors.” 


