
12/1/19 – ADVENT 2019 – THE WAITING GAME 

In the Companion to the Book of Common Worship, we find the following passage: “In 

Advent we expectantly wait for the One who has already come…We long for the beating 

of swords into plow blades, yet we rejoice that the Prince of Peace has appeared… We 

dream of the land where lions and lambs live in harmony, yet we acclaim the Child born 

to lead us into the promised land…In Advent, we are living between the first and the 

second coming of the Lord…We are placed between memory and hope, past and future.”  

Every Christian life – yours and mine included – lives between the “already” of Christ’s 

1st coming, and the “not yet” of His 2nd one. You sense the tension inherent to our in-

between lives most during Advent (maybe at Easter too). Our entire existence will be 

spent as a kind of spiritual waiting game.  

So, as Father Anthony Messer puts it, the question isn't WHAT you're waiting for, but 

HOW you're waiting for it. Sure, we’re waiting for Christ, but HOW are we doing it?  

1. ARE WE WAITNG PROACTIVELY?: Romans 13.11b-12, one of the lectionary passages 

for today, says, “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near.” Just two verses later (13.14), we’re told that this 

happens as we endeavor to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” In a very real sense, we get 

to begin constructing our future selves here in the present tense (see Phil. 3.21, for 

example). Or, to say it another way, are we at work building the persons we are sure to 

become? 

2. ARE WE WAITING PATIENTLY?: James 5.7 reads, “See how the farmer waits for the 

precious fruit of the earth, waiting until the ground receives the early and latter rain. 

You too must be patient.” Reflecting on this verse for Advent, Father Messer writes, 

“Like a farmer, God is trying to produce a harvest in our lives…And as a farmer, He 

produces those fruits by planting seeds – not full grown trees. And seeds take time to 

produce fruit.” What God started yesterday yields its positive consequences both today 

and tomorrow; God works slowly, because all substantive change is slow.  

3. ARE WE WAITING EXPECTANTLY?: Seems like a sure bet that each one of us will live 

and die in between Jesus’ commencement (1st coming) and culmination (2nd coming) of 

God’s Kingdom. But that doesn’t make what’s to come any less secure. We wait, as it 

were, for the balloon payment of the future made certain by the down payment of the 

present: biblical scholar N. T. Wright writes, “But the present world is also designed for 

something which has not yet happened. It is like a violin waiting to be played: beautiful 

to look at, graceful to hold - and yet if you'd never heard one in the hands of a musician, 

you wouldn't believe the new dimensions of beauty yet to be revealed.” 

12/1/19 – ADVENT 2019 – THE WAITING GAME 

In the Companion to the Book of Common Worship, we find the following passage: “In 

Advent we expectantly wait for the One who has already come…We long for the beating 

of swords into plow blades, yet we rejoice that the Prince of Peace has appeared… We 

dream of the land where lions and lambs live in harmony, yet we acclaim the Child born 

to lead us into the promised land…In Advent, we are living between the first and the 

second coming of the Lord…We are placed between memory and hope, past and future.”  

Every Christian life – yours and mine included – lives between the “already” of Christ’s 

1st coming, and the “not yet” of His 2nd one. You sense the tension inherent to our in-

between lives most during Advent (maybe at Easter too). Our entire existence will be 

spent as a kind of spiritual waiting game.  

So, as Father Anthony Messer puts it, the question isn't WHAT you're waiting for, but 

HOW you're waiting for it. Sure, we’re waiting for Christ, but HOW are we doing it?  



1. ARE WE WAITNG PROACTIVELY?: Romans 13.11b-12, one of the lectionary passages 

for today, says, “For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near.” Just two verses later (13.14), we’re told that this 

happens as we endeavor to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” In a very real sense, we get 

to begin constructing our future selves here in the present tense (see Phil. 3.21, for 

example). Or, to say it another way, are we at work building the persons we are sure to 

become? 

2. ARE WE WAITING PATIENTLY?: James 5.7 reads, “See how the farmer waits for the 

precious fruit of the earth, waiting until the ground receives the early and latter rain. 

You too must be patient.” Reflecting on this verse for Advent, Father Messer writes, 

“Like a farmer, God is trying to produce a harvest in our lives…And as a farmer, He 

produces those fruits by planting seeds – not full grown trees. And seeds take time to 

produce fruit.” What God started yesterday yields its positive consequences both today 

and tomorrow; God works slowly, because all substantive change is slow.  

3. ARE WE WAITING EXPECTANTLY?: Seems like a sure bet that each one of us will live 

and die in between Jesus’ commencement (1st coming) and culmination (2nd coming) of 

God’s Kingdom. But that doesn’t make what’s to come any less secure. We wait, as it 

were, for the balloon payment of the future made certain by the down payment of the 

present: biblical scholar N. T. Wright writes, “But the present world is also designed for 

something which has not yet happened. It is like a violin waiting to be played: beautiful 

to look at, graceful to hold - and yet if you'd never heard one in the hands of a musician, 

you wouldn't believe the new dimensions of beauty yet to be revealed.” 

 


