
             9/22/19 DISCIPLES TOGETHER (WEEK 3) – PERSONAL ENGAGEMENT AND SERVICE 

Core Value #3 - Discipleship is personal engagement and service. We will encourage all 

congregants to be more involved and take greater responsibility to find their own ministry 

passions and personal spiritual gifts, and to share them in the life of the church. We will 

provide ministry opportunities for all ages to serve the greater needs of the church. 

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to 

do the work of ministry and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue 

until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be 

mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. (Ephesians 

4.11-13) 

Read that passage and ponder this – who is engaged in what, and who is responsible for what?  

1. Church leaders “equip”: This stands in contrast to how some American churches view the 

role of leaders: the pastors, staff, and governing board are the ministers, congregants are the 

beneficiaries of that ministry, and the growth and spiritual maturation of the church is the 

product of skilled, paid staff. But in the first church, leaders were charged with the distinctive 

task of “equipping”; synonyms for that term would be “empowering,” “training,” “preparing,” 

or even “repairing” (for example, Jesus uses a related word for how fishermen mend their 

nets). St. Paul used two related metaphors for his own pastoral ministry: being a 

gardener/farmer and an architect (1st Cor. 3.5-15).  

2. God’s people “do the work of ministry” and “build up the church”: Neither of these phrases 

is passive; they reveal that the first Christians saw themselves are ministers more than 

recipients of ministry. Mike Breen notes how this contrasts with how all too often we think of 

church in the West: “Disciples are producers, not consumers…In other words, if you use 

consumerism to attract people to your church, it often means you must continue using it to 

keep them, or else they will find another church who will meet their ‘needs.’” Also, don’t 

assume that these two phrases equate to church programs; according to Jesus, Kingdom work 

always begins with our neighbors, that is, person to person in small, relational ways. So this 

should lead all of us to ask – Where am I doing ministry right now, where would I like to be, 

and how can the church “equip” me to do it?   

3. The result: If you’re inclined to doubt the functionality of this differentiation of roles in the 

earliest church, then remember this – Christianity’s first generation was far and away its most 

influential and effective. With its few leaders doing their part, and the many “regular folk” just 

like you doing ministry, they quite literally changed the known world.  

 


