
Call to Worship – Deuteronomy 33.27-29 

God subdues the ancient gods, and shatters the forces of old; He drove out the enemy before 

you, and destroyed them. So Israel lives in safety, untroubled is its abode, in a land of grain 

and wine, where the heavens drop down dew. Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a 

people saved by the Lord, the shield of your help, and the sword of your triumph! Your 

enemies shall come fawning to you, and you shall tread on their backs. 

Opening Prayer – Adapted from Deuteronomy 32.10-11 (Re:Worship) 

God of life, God of hope, God of all, lift us on your love like eagle's wings. Sustain us, guide us, 

heal us, and then send us forth into the world that we may love as you love, amen. 

Hymn  

Affirmation of Faith and Prayers of the People 

The Belhar Confession, section 4 (1986) - We believe that God has revealed himself as the one 

who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people; that God, in a world full of 

injustice and hostility, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged; 

that God calls the church to follow him in this, for God brings justice to the oppressed and 

gives bread to the hungry; that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind; that God 

supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows and blocks the 

path of the ungodly; that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the 

widows in their suffering; that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek 

the right; that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, 

which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any 

form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-

flowing stream; that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, 

namely against injustice and with the wronged; that in following Christ the church must 

witness against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and thus 

control and harm others. 

- PAUSE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER – 

Adapted from Carol Penner (Leading in Worship; Mennonite) - You are the God who hears, so 

hear our lamentation and repentance today. For those among us who face discrimination 

every day because of their skin color, we lament. For those among us with white skin who 

benefit from racist systems sometimes without realizing it, we repent. For those among us 

who have struggled and waited so long for the Promised Land of freedom and equality, we 



lament. For our national history of racism that has wounded generations of persons of color, 

we repent. For those protesting injustice who face police brutality and a justice system too 

often rigged against them, we lament. For those who think racism is someone else’s problem, 

and not a problem for every human being to confront and resist, we repent. God of hope, 

show us how to work for justice together, standing up for what is right, stepping in when 

something's wrong, shouldering each other’s burdens, holding each other accountable, 

righting the wrongs we’ve done, speaking truth to power. We pray for change, lasting change, 

for violence to end, and a government that listens and acts. Deliver us from evil, within and 

without, and may Your good triumph at long last, this we pray, amen. 

Special Music 

Sermon – The Long Goodbye 1 – Last Words in Ephesus 

The Acts of the Apostles 20.18-38:  

18 When the elders of the church at Ephesus came to Paul, he said to them: “You yourselves 

know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving 

the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots 

of the Jews. 20 I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you 

and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21 as I testified to both Jews and Greeks 

about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. 22 And now, as a captive to 

the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except 

that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are 

waiting for me. 24 But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my 

course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of 

God’s grace. 25 And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about 

proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26 Therefore I declare to you this day 

that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to 

you the whole purpose of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with 

the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among 

you, not sparing the flock. 30 Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in 

order to entice the disciples to follow them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 

years I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to 

God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 

You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my 



companions. 35 In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the 

weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.” 36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and 

prayed. 37 There was much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 

grieving especially because of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they 

brought him to the waiting ship.  

Hymn  

Benediction – Adapted from 2nd Timothy 4.16-18, 22 

May the Lord give you strength, even when no one else stands with you, so that the message 

of Christ will be proclaimed in full and that all will hear it. May the Lord rescue you from every 

evil attack, and save you for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever. The 

Lord be your spirit, and His grace be with you, amen.  


