
3/17/19 – JESUS THE STORYTELLER 2 – KNOCKING ON HEAVEN’S DOOR 

1st-century Jews were a praying people, more so than most current Americans (who pray a lot 

too, studies have shown). And yet something about seeing and hearing Jesus pray prompted 

His disciples to ask Him to teach them how to pray like He did (Luke 11.1).  

The 2nd part of His answer to them is a short story, followed by His elaboration upon that 

story (Luke 11.5-13). In those verses, Jesus shares how He Himself prayed, and passes along 

those lessons to His followers for them to imitate:  

1. Jesus was audacious: In the parable, the neighbor breaks with all couth and decorum, and 

risks inconveniencing his friend’s entire household in order to give his visitors food to eat. 

Jesus says in Luke 11.8 that this person’s request – like our prayers – would be met not out of 

friendship, but because of his “audacity” (or “boldness/shamelessness.”) In his book on prayer 

(The Circle Maker), Mark Batterson describes the dynamic we observe here in Luke 11: “Bold 

prayers honor God, and God honors bold prayers. God isn’t offended by your biggest dreams 

or boldest prayers. He is offended by anything less.” 

2. Jesus asked: The point to verses 9-10 seems to be something obvious - in order to receive, 

we have to ask. Doors remain closed to us if we don’t knock. There are situations we will face, 

like the host late at night in the parable, that we simply cannot fix or resolve on our own; only 

God can. Again to cite that Batterson book, “The greatest tragedy in life is the prayers that go 

unanswered because they go unasked.” 

3. Jesus assumed God’s goodness: God probably answered Jesus’ prayers in the same varied 

way that He answers our own. And yet Jesus’ faith in His goodness never wavered (11.11-13). 

Because of this, Mark Batterson in The Circle Maker says that a) our prayers are like seeds that 

will bear fruit eventually, and b) we have confidence knowing that God will answer them in a 

good way, we just don’t know the specifics of how beforehand.  

4. Jesus was what He prayed: One last Battersono quote, as true of the Jesus we admire and 

love as it will be of us, if we pray like He did: “Prayers are prophecies. They are the best 

predictors of your spiritual future. Who you become is determined by how you pray. 

Ultimately, the transcript of your prayers becomes the script of your life.” 

The Gospel of Luke 11.1, 5-13: 

1 Jesus was out praying in a certain place, and after He had returned, one of His disciples said 

to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught His disciples.”…5 Jesus continued, “Suppose 

one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves 

of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And your 

friend answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my 

children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though 

the friend will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, he would meet his needs 

because of his audacity (boldness and shameless). 9 So I say to you - Ask, and it will be given; 

search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you, 10 for everyone who 

asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and everyone who knocks finds an open door. 

11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, would give him a snake 

instead? 12 Or if your child asks for an egg, would you give her a scorpion instead? 13 If you 

then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 


