
3/24/19 – JESUS THE STORYTELLER 3 – THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES 

Some of Jesus’ spiritual stories (parables) involve characters, plot, and action, but this one is a still life painting, 

inviting us to consider and reflect. In it Jesus conveys some of the most fundamental, consequential truths 

that will define your life, for the better or the worse.  

1. ABIDING (REMAINING): Jesus makes some remarkable claims here in John 15 – His followers are wholly 

dependent beings, mere branches that draw their very life from Him (the vine). Richard Rohr compares 

Christians to a lamp: you can only be light if you are plugged into God, your spiritual source of electricity, you 

have to complete the circuit. In a very real way, you cannot become or even know yourself without this 

attachment to God, for to be fully alive requires this attachment to Christ who is your life. Even “bearing fruit,” 

which in John’s gospel means how your spiritual life ripples out to and affects others and what about you lasts 

over time (4.36, 12.24, 15.16), cannot happen in isolation; you cannot produce fruit on your own, Christ does 

it flowing through you. So to rise above mere physiological life, be more than a mammal, and experience 

spiritual or eternal life, ongoing, consistent connection with Jesus is required – how will you do that? 

2. WITHERING: The opposite of abiding/remaining is wilting or decomposing. If you who are, and can only be, 

a branch choose to live detached from Christ your vine, then your life won’t really be a life at all, it will be a 

persistent, ongoing dying. The signs of spiritual life - love, joy, mercy, obedience, etc. – will diminish, and you’ll 

be left with only the banal, superficial, and unfulfilling. And as such, the farther you drift from Christ, the 

farther you will be removed from yourself: as Thomas Merton puts it, “We can choose to remove ourselves 

from the reach of God’s love and will, and thus from reality itself, and then we become an illusion, a living lie, 

an untruth we tell ourselves over and over.”  

4. PRUNING: It’s easy to think that discomfort means you’ve wandered far from God, or that loss of any kind is 

solely a grief to mourn and bear. Not so. In John 15, Jesus says that you know you’re living closely linked to 

Christ if you experience pruning. Like a good gardener, God trims from your life that which is distracting, 

unnecessary, or unhealthy so that you can experience even greater divine life and see it bear even more fruit 

in and through you. As A. W. Tozer put it, “It is doubtful God can bless a person greatly until He has hurt him 

deeply.”  

The Gospel of John 15.1-6: 

1 Jesus continued, as He traveled with His disciples from the upper room to the garden of Gethsemane, “I am 

the true vine, and my Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 He removes every branch in Me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit He prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been pruned by the 

word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide (Remain) in Me as I abide (remain) in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides (remains) in the vine, neither can you unless you abide (remain) in Me. 5 I 

am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide (remain) in Me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide (remain) in Me is tossed aside and withers; such 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 


