
“Eternity is Now in Session” Reading this Week (6/2 – 6/9) = Introduction 

6/2/19 ETERNITY IS NOW IN SESSION 1 – UNLEARN TO LEARN 

Richard Rohr in his book “Falling Upward” uses the following metaphor to describe the 

trajectory of the spiritual life, and how we will experience over the course of our own 

lifetimes: we spend the first part of our lives building a tower in which to dwell (we do this via 

lessons from our families of origin, education, early career and relationship choices), only to 

discover at some juncture that we’ll spend the second part of our lives trying to escape the 

tower of our making.  

Rohr goes on to say that this poignant image reveals a fundamental insight about spirituality 

and life in general: “Transformation is often more about unlearning than learning.” In prepping 

for our summer book and its accompanying sermons/services, Pastor Chris reread “Eternity is 

Now in Session” cover to cover in one sitting, and was struck by how much its intent to help us 

unlearn what we think we know (about salvation, eternal life, etc.), and relearn a more biblical 

perspective.  

This “unlearning to learn” dynamic is prevalent all across both testaments of the scripture: a) it 

is a key feature of wisdom in the Proverbs (e.g., 11.2, 12.15, 16.18), b) Jesus came to disabuse 

1st-century Jews of their wrongheaded convictions about the scriptures (for example, John 

5.38-47), and c) St. Paul’s conversion required him to jettison many of his previous beliefs and 

mores (Gal. 1.11-17, Phil. 3.1-11).  

1. Unlearning keeps truth and God appropriately mysterious, and us appropriately humble: 

“The riddles of God are more satisfying than the solutions of man.” (G. K. Chesterton) 

2. Unlearning assumes that we’re not done discovering who we really are (and can’t if we stay 

put): “Maybe the journey isn’t so much about becoming anything. Maybe it’s about un-

becoming everything that isn’t really you, so you can be who you were meant to be in the first 

place.” (Paulo Coelho, Brazilian author)  

3. Unlearning makes grace indispensable, maybe most of all toward ourselves: “Forgive 

yourself for not knowing what you didn't know before you learned it.” (Maya Angelou) 


