
3/15/20 Lent 2020 (Week 3) – A Well And A Witness 

A. A Well: Remember that a distinctive feature of John’s gospel is its use of characters; readers are meant to 

see themselves in the people they encounter in the narrative. And if Nicodemus in John 3, he of prestige and 

pedigree, was not someone with whom you identified, not to worry, the author gives you someone who is in 

many ways his antithesis to consider in the very next chapter, John 4.  

Every detail about the woman in John 4 is meant to tell us her story. She comes to the well at noon (4.6), 

thereby subjected to the midday heat; she does this to avoid contact with the rest of her town, who would 

have come in the cooler morning and evening hours. Why? Because she’s viewed as damaged goods, a social 

pariah or outcast, an object of gossip and ridicule. She’s been discarded by five husbands, and, perhaps out of 

economic self-preservation if nothing else, was shacked up with a sixth man (4.18), in open defiance of her 

culture’s more traditional, monogamous norms.  

Any other Jewish man not named Jesus a) wouldn’t have used this woman’s bucket to get a drink, b) wouldn’t 

have talked to her, and c) wouldn’t have even been there in the first place. She was a Samaritan, part of a 

group viewed by 1st-century Jews as squatters who had stolen the central section of their Promised Land, and 

as such were inherently spiritually unclean (4.7, 9). The disciples reflect these biases in their reaction to seeing 

Jesus talking to her when they return (4.27). But Jesus made it a point to go from southern Israel back to 

Galilee through Samaria, instead of taking the longer Jordan River route like most other Jews; in fact, the 

gospel says that He “had” to go through Samaria, as if compelled by His mission and principles to steer toward 

a taboo that others eschewed (4.3-4).  

Jesus’ offer to this woman, bent by the weight of hopelessness, shame, and alienation, was for “living water” 

that yields divine life and slakes spiritual thirst (4.14; see too John 7.37-38). But in order for this new life to be 

given, she had to get real about her painful past and present choices (4.16). So true to human nature, she 

initially deflects Jesus by raising an abstract, unrelated issue, in this case theological (4.19-24).  

So what are we supposed to take away from this vignette?: 1) That Jesus is a bloodhound, seeking out those 

who believe themselves to be hopelessly lost, broken, or marginalized (see Luke 15.1-7), 2) that He will 

disregard or purposefully cross existing social norms/expectations to do so (see Matthew 9.9-13), and 3) that 

His overtures to us will require us to face our darkest fears and hurts, which we instinctively tend obfuscate or 

dodge (see John 3.20).  

B. A Witness: At the end of her conversation with Jesus, the Samaritan woman is so awestruck and/or 

invigorated that she leaves her water jar, her entire purpose for coming to the well in the first place, and 

heads back to town, now intent on engaging the very same people from whom she was estranged (4.28).   

Her appeal to her neighbors was motivated by her own contact with Jesus. “Come and see a man who told me 

everything that I’d ever done,” she said in 4.29, which isn’t true, but her wonder leads her to an 

understandable overstatement. Jesus didn’t tell her everything about her life; no, He just revealed the deepest 

parts that were imprisoning her, gave her the gift of His company, and pointed her toward living water that 

would set her free.   

Surely some ignored the testimony of this castoff, but many laid aside their routines and headed out to see 

Jesus (4.30). When Jesus speaks to His disciples about opening their eyes to see, and then go work in, God’s 

harvest (4.35-38), He literally means the Samaritans wandering out to the well to meet Him at that very 

moment. Eventually, many in this town come to believe in Jesus (4.39), no longer because of the woman’s 

witness but their own interfacing with Him: in their words to her, “It is no longer because of what you said 

that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world” (4.42). 

Don’t miss it – in John’s gospel narrative, this lone woman, held in such low esteem for years, if not decades, 

reaches more people for Christ than the disciples ever do, and is comparable to the mass influence of the 

titanic John the Baptist (John 1.19-34).  

So what do you learn from the 2nd half of this episode?: 1) The Samaritan woman spoke from her own 

experience with and questions about Christ, nothing more, 2) she invited others to have their own interaction 

with Him, which would prove as life-altering as hers had been for her, and 3) those most ready to embrace the 

mission and person of Christ are sometimes those who lie outside of our own group’s customs, tastes, and 

mores, and we, like the disciples before us, just need the eyes to see it.  


