
6/28/20 The Long Goodbye (Week 3) – Predicting the Future 

This morning’s message is meant to be a companion piece to last week’s sermon: whereas so 

much of CPC’s recent past and present are “liminal,” which requires sailing through uncharted 

waters with the far shore out of sight, that doesn’t mean that the future is up in the air. Today, 

we’re going to talk with some certainty about the CPC of tomorrow, in fact we’re going to 

predict it. We’re going to use the Proverbs of the Old Testament to do this, but we could just as 

easily do the same sort of exercise with the O.T. prophets, the Gospels, or the N.T. epistles.  

I. Speech and Your Future 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.    (Prov. 

18.21) 

How you talk will determine your future. St. James compares your speech – in groups, on the 

phone, whispering to others, or just in your own head – to a small rudder that guides the 

direction of a huge ship (James 3.4-5). This jives with modern neuroscience, linguistics, 

organizational research, and even philosophy, here are just two examples: 1) in “We Become 

What We Talk About” (London/McGuire/Santos, 2019), the authors detail research that 

concludes an organization’s future is in part determined by what they choose to talk about, 

because you don’t have the time to talk about everything, and how they do it, and 2) as a 

summary of the current perspective of neuropsychology on this topic, Margie Warner writes, 

“Whatever direction your words lead, your mind, body, environment, and eventually 

subconscious will inevitably follow.”  

Some kinds of speech are productive, they create a better future, and some ways of 

communicating don’t. The Proverbs say that gentle speech yields life in the end, while hot 

emotion doesn’t (14.30, 15.4); this is validated by the brain science that shows we stop thinking 

when we start emoting strongly, and that the consequences of heightened, negative emotions 

influence us far longer into the future than we realize. Likewise, the proponents of “nonviolent 

communication” tell us that starting a dialogue with the facts before anything else, using only 

“I” statements (not “you” or “we”), making an issue, not a person, the problem to be resolved, 

using positive, not negative, words intentionally, and making requests that can be denied or 

modified, not demands or ultimatums, are all strategies that pay off not just in the immediate 

present, but far down the road too.  

II. What You Already Know and Your Future 

Those who despise God’s word bring destruction on themselves, but those who respect the 

commandments will be rewarded. (Prov. 13.13) 

Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and honor. (Prov. 21.21) 

You already know most of what the future holds for CPC, because you already know that to 

which God has called His church. Your future looks like Christ, God is aiming you at the same 



target He does every other church. To focus or give your energy to ends that aren’t directly 

related to the mission and Kingdom of Jesus are to invite at first distraction, and later 

deterioration and eventual demise. As C. H. Spurgeon, the great 19th-century English preacher 

put it, “A church that does not exist to reclaim sinners, to fight evil, to confront error, to put 

down falsehood, a church that does not exist to take the side of the poor, to denounce injustice 

and to hold up goodness, is a church that has no right to be.” 

III. Human Fallibility, Divine Certainty, and Your Future 

There is a way that seems right to a person, but its end is the way to death. (Prov. 14.12) 

All our steps are ordered by the Lord; how then can we understand our own ways? (Prov. 20.24; 

see too 16.9) 

Your future grows more secure every time you admit your inability to predict it. Furthermore, it 

is our conviction about our own rightness in the moment, and our strong hold on where we 

want the present to take us, that many times prove to be a harbinger of our subsequent doom. 

Engaging what you don’t know matters more than articulating what you do: “Live the questions 

now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, live along some distant day into the 

answer,” writes Rainier Maria Rilke. And while sometimes you cannot make heads or tails of 

your present “liminal” fog, God can, He sees the future you don’t, so move ahead in trust, one 

step at a time, and seek to be, as Hildegaard of Bingen (1100s A.D.) put it, “a feather on the 

breath of God.” 


