
3/10/19 – JESUS THE STORYTELLER 1 – THE GOOD SAMARITAN (LUKE 10.25-37) 

You’ve heard this story before, I’m 110% sure of it. “Love your neighbor” and all that jazz. In 

order for you to feel the seismic – and that’s not an exaggeration – force of this story, we need 

to hear it like Jesus’ audience would have, we need to put on their cultural ears. We can get at 

the Kingdom tsunami that is this parable by asking these two questions:  

1. Why didn’t the two Jewish religious leaders help? 

The obvious answer is – They were too busy, they were in a rush (perhaps because their route 

was so dangerous). While “loving your neighbor” might be acknowledged to be the 2nd 

greatest commandment (see Luke 10.27-28), actually doing it when the opportunity arises was 

far from the top spot on their “to do” list. As the cliché goes, “The urgent had gotten in the 

way of the important.”  

But there’s more at play here: the Old Testament states that a dead body would have made 

them “spiritually unclean” (Lev. 21.11, Num. 19.11), meaning that their vocation, family life, 

spiritual life, etc. would have been hindered temporarily if they’d helped. That leaves us to 

wonder – how do our own religious customs/traditions 2000 years later steer us away from 

helping specific kinds of people or in certain situations, perhaps out of fear of the personal 

consequences? St. Augustine’s words ring true here: “Fear is often the enemy of love.” 

2. Who can be a good neighbor?   

First, a good neighbor is someone who is the opposite of busy or rushed (see above): they live 

with intentional, planned “margin” in their life. Richard Swenson says that we build margin 

into our lives by making sure that our day to day load is never our max limit; this means we 

take responsibility to ensure that we’ll always have the energy, will, and other means to 

respond when we see a “neighbor” (in this case, a stranger, not even a friend or family 

member) in distress.  

But that’s not the half of it. Good neighbors are often the people you least expect, in the story 

it was for Jesus’ Jewish audience a despicable Samaritan, the worst of the worst. Which means 

a good neighbor could literally be anyone. Which means it could even be you, despite your 

own deficiencies, limitations, and failures.  

The Gospel of Luke 10.29-37: 

But the Jewish religious expert wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the 

hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him as if he were dead. 

Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. So likewise a Levite (religious leader), when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 

him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil 

and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care 

of him. The next day he took out two denarii (two days’ pay), gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?” The Jewish leader responded to Jesus, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus 

said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 


