
12/22/19 ADVENT 2019 – GOD WITH US (ISAIAH 7.14; MATTHEW 1.23) 

1. A Rescue Beacon (Isaiah 7.1-25): You can’t really understand Matthew’s use of Isaiah 7.14 unless you understand Isaiah 

7 itself. That Old Testament chapter is written about an attempt by the kings of northern Israel and Syria to conquer 

southern Israel (Judah) and put a puppet ruler in place, c. 733-734 BC. To Ahaz, the fearful leader of Judah, God through 

Isaiah gives the promise of a coming child that would be a “sign” of God being with him, and His sure deliverance from 

these assailants. By citing a verse from this story, Matthew is telling you one of God’s chief motives in the birth of Jesus: 

He is sent to us as a divine rescue beacon, a clear, unmistakable message that we should trust that God can and will save 

His people from seemingly-insurmountable enemies, the greatest of which is sin itself (Mt. 1.21b). The child’s very name, 

as stated by the angel to Joseph, points to this mission (Mt. 1.21a); “Jesus” is the Greek rendering of the Hebrew/Aramaic 

name “Joshua,” meaning this baby would be called by the name of one of the great heroic leaders of the entire O.T. 

2. Which God Is With Us?: To us, the idea of a God coming among us is surreal, an incredulous exception to what we think 

is possible. Not so in the ancient world. Both Greek and 1st-century Middle Eastern mythologies are replete with stories of 

deities taking physical form and cavorting among mortals. Beginning with Julius Caesar, Romans assigned divine status to 

their imperial leaders as well. So, as one noted N.T. scholar puts it, “…Sometimes military men/political rulers were talked 

about and treated as divine beings, given both statues with inscriptions and temples with priests, who would perform 

sacrifices in their honor.” Thus, the question before most of the 1st-century world was, “Which God has come to live among 

us?” For the Christian, same now as back then, we are left to conclude – a) the God of Israel has taken on human form, 

and His character, as revealed in Jesus, stands unique among other such tales (Phil. 2.5-11), and b) because He is divine, 

Jesus, then and now, is Lord over all other lords, or God over all other alleged god-men (i.e., Caesar).  

3. God with Me, so God with Us: It buckles the modern mind to think that God, as spirit and divine Other, could somehow 

become “incarnate” (putting on meat and bone). However, many, both Christian and other faiths too, find it very easy to 

believe in another, admittedly-different kind of “incarnation”:  that the heart of the spiritual life is an indecipherable union, 

merger, or partnership between God and themselves. Here’s how our New Testament describes that phenomenon: “But 

you are not merely flesh, you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you” (Rom. 8.9a), “It is no longer I who live, 

but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2.20a), and “…So that we may become participants of the divine nature.” (2nd Peter 

1.4b). So to believe that God is indeed with and in me can lead fairly naturally to the next conclusion that He was and is in 

Christ in a comparable, albeit far greater, kind of way. If God is with me, then He certainly can be with us in Jesus.   
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